Strafford Conservation Commission
Minutes
July 11, 2016
Present:  Liz Evans   Harmony Anderson   Carolyn Page   Dave Perkins   Scott A. Young   
Randy Jacunski   Kerry Omand   Bruce Smith   Irving Johnson
Guests:  Mimi Jost   Charlie Moreno
Opening and Introductions  
The meeting was opened at 7:05 pm.  Two amendments were made to the June minutes: Putting a period after “The motion was tabled.” under Guest Presentations and adding Charlie Moreno’s name to the Evans Mountain whippoorwill survey. A motion was made by Harmony and seconded to accept the June 2016 minutes as amended.  Approved.
Guest Presentations 
Charlie Moreno brought a large colored map of the Evans Mountain properties to aid in our discussion of the proposed trails. Harmony, representing Bear-Paw, told us that the board had disapproved of the trail as laid out by Scott, George Lovejoy and Charlie at this time. They felt more time was needed to assess it and that more of the commissioners needed to be involved in walking the area to determine its appropriateness. Scott showed a map with the above mentioned trail “corridor” that he, George and Charlie proposed plus one that Phil Auger walked. The other objection by Bear-Paw was that there was still no stewardship plan for the property. Charlie explained that he wanted the trail site pinned down before he completes the stewardship plan so that he can site managed habitats away from human traffic. 
Bear-Paw wanted to know why we weren’t using the existing logging roads for the trail. The reasons suggested were: 1) The roads do not meet our objective of linking Evans South Peak to the Spencer Smith Trail, 2) The roads do not include sights of interest which would encourage rogue spurs,  3) They cross wetlands, and 4) They are all on George Lovejoy’s Land.
A trail walk is scheduled for this Saturday, July 16, at 8:00. Commissioners will walk out on one proposed trail (Scott’s or Phil’s) and come back on the other.

Charlie said that state biologists were very impressed with the number of whippoorwills nesting in the area and thought we might be able to get grant money to preserve their habitat.
MOTION: Liz moved that one of our management goals be “to maintain habitat to support species of concern”.  Seconded by Scott. Approved.

A possible recreation objective could be to support trail placement to skirt wildlife habitat. 

DES applications

Update on Kooaukee Court - DES
sent a letter requesting more information from the owner.

Wetlands application for Brian Payne/Payne Drive – Liz displayed the site map showing the relocation of the drive from a right-of-way to the owner’s property. The crossing was laid out by a professional engineer.
Continuing Business

IRCR – Mimi walked to the powerlines to check for invasive plants and found none, but observed that the gate was still open. Kerry noted that the gate post needs to be reset and new locks need to be bought. Scott and Kerry will take care of this.

Evans Mountain see above

Town Forest – Work should be starting soon on the last of work under our NRCS grant including patch cuts and clearing and building the upper logging trail. Under NRCS guidelines, tree work is not done during the early summer in order to protect the bats.

Other – The deed donating the Dupee property on Pig Lane has been completed and recorded. The easement is held by the Wetlands Reserve for this property that sits between the two branches of the Isinglass. Harmony thinks we should have a photo-shoot and celebration to mark the occasion. Liz will look into getting a sign like the ones already in use in that area. We can gather when the sign is placed.
New Business 

Docks. They are proliferating without permits. A land owner is filing a complaint with the state for encroachment on her land. We will write a letter in support.
Next Meeting:  Monday, 
August 1   7:00 pm. Town Hall
Respectfully submitted,
Carolyn Enz Page
